
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 
PEDICULOSIS 

 
 
In accordance with the Deer Valley Unified School District policy regarding 
communicable diseases, the listed procedures for pediculosis are as follows: 
 
1. Suspicion or case is reported to the school nurse 
2. School nurse assesses and confirms presence of pediculosis--lice eggs or 

lice. 
3. School nurse notifies parent and campus administrator. 
4. School nurse provides verbal and written guidelines for treatment.  

Treatment is based on Arizona and Maricopa County Departments of Health 
procedures (see attached). 

5. Student is excluded from school until first treatment is completed and all 
lice eggs removed. 

6. Prior to returning to class, the parent and/or guardian brings the student to 
the School Nurse's Office. 

7. Student is examined and School Nurse verifies completed treatment which 
includes the removal of all lice eggs.  If the student is cleared, he/she will 
return to class.  A follow-up exam will be done 8-10 days later. 

8.   If lice eggs remain, the student is excluded and the parent/guardian 
completes the treatment (ie. removal of the lice eggs). 

9.   The school nurse can request verification of treatment by asking the 
parent/guardian to submit the product information, sales receipt, etc.  

10. The confirmed child's class, siblings, and other known exposures are 
checked for the presence of lice eggs or lice. 

11. If a child becomes reinfested, the child is excluded from school and once 
again is properly treated (steps 5-10). 

12. When an outbreak occurs ("An outbreak exists if the reported number of 
cases exceeds the normal incidence of disease in your school"), the County 
Health Department, Communicable Diseases Section, will be notified in 
compliance with Arizona Department of Health Services R9-6-732 (outbreak 
of lice and an individual's reinfestation need to be reported) and Maricopa 
County Health Department (disease reporting criteria). 
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